
USCG Hazwoper Curriculum  FRO Examination 

1. A Seaman Apprentice works in a warehouse at an ISC. She is trained to the 
FRA level. She discovers a 5 gallon drum of toluene leaking onto the floor of 
the warehouse. According to OSHA regulations, what actions can this 
individual perform after discovering the leaking drum? 

A. Isolate the area and attempt to plug the leak on the drum. 
B. Don protective clothing and move the leaking drum. 
C. Restrict access to the area and contain the leak. 
D. Restrict access to the scene, notify her supervisor and take no actions 

to stop or slow the leak. 

2. Match the following commodities with the appropriate hazard class. 
 

Commodity Hazard Class 
 Sodium Hydroxide A. Flammable 
 Uranium B. Corrosive 
 Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) C. Oxidizer 
 Trinitrotoluene (TNT) D. Toxic 
  E. Radioactive 
  F. Explosive 

3. Crude oil is usually in what DOT hazard class? 

A. Hazard Class 2: Compressed Gases. 
B. Hazard Class 3: Flammable/Combustible Liquids. 
C. Hazard Class 4: Flammable Solids. 
D. Hazard Class 5: Oxidizers. 

4. According to the OSHA Hazwoper regulation, which of the following is an 
action that a First Responder at the Operations level can take when responding 
to a release of a hazardous material? 

A. Act in a defensive manner to contain the release. 
B. Act in an offensive manner to stop the release. 
C. Clean up the release of a hazardous material. 
D. They can take no action. 
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5. You are a petty officer on a routine harbor patrol and you discover a traffic 
accident involving an automobile and a tractor/trailer rig. The trailer involved in 
the accident has a red placard on its side with the numbers “1203” on the 
placard. The material in the trailer is most likely to be what hazard class and 
what commodity? 

A. Corrosive liquid, hydrochloric acid. 
B. Toxic gas, chlorine. 
C. Oxidizer, sodium hydroxide. 
D. Flammable liquid, gasoline. 

6. You will usually find the dangerous cargo manifest for a freight vessel in a 
fireproof canister attached to a bulkhead on the main deck . 

A. True 
B. False 

7. A 20 foot container has an orange colored DOT placard on the side of the 
container with the word “explosive” on the placard. This placard indicates the 
presence of a commodity from what hazard class? 

A. 1. 
B 2. 
C. 3. 
D. 4. 

8. The “O” in the COMPASS acronym stands for which of the following 
recognition clues? 

A. Occupancy/Location. 
B Oil. 
C. Oxygen Deficient. 
D. OSHA. 

9. Match the following information with the appropriate document(s) it would 
most likely appear on. 

 
Item of Information Document 

 Name of product A. Shipping Paper 
 Spill response procedures B. MSDS 
 First aid measures C. Both 
 Hazard class of the product   
 Size of shipping package   
 Chemical properties   
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10. Which of the following recognition clues would you most likely find on a 
building that contained hazardous materials? 

A. DOT Placard. 
B HMIS Label. 
C. UN Number. 
D. NFPA 704 sign. 

11. You are on a harbor patrol in a container terminal and you see a 20 foot 
container with a clear liquid leaking out of the bottom. The container has a red 
colored diamond-shaped sign on the side. The sign has the number “1090” on it. 
According to the DOT ERG what is this material? 

A. Acetone. 
B Refrigerant Gas. 
C. Benzoyl Peroxide. 
D. Lithium Batteries. 

12. In the above scenario, the wind is blowing towards you from the direction of the 
container. What action would you take? 

A. Call for a weather forecast. 
B. Move to a location upwind of the container. 
C. Consult the DOT ERG for the appropriate isolation distance. 
D. There is no need to do anything. You are in a safe location. 

13. Using the scenario in Question #11, what should an individual trained to the 
First Responder Operations level do to confirm the identity of the product 
leaking from the container? 

A. Move closer to see what the product smells like. 
B. Attempt to collect a sample of the product. 
C. Taste a small amount of the product to see if it tastes acidic. 
D. Request assistance from someone with equipment and training that 

will allow them to get closer to the release. 

14. You can consider entering a confined space if the oxygen concentration is: 

A. 18.8%. 
B. 20.8%. 
C. 22.8%. 
D. 24.8%. 
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Use the following scenario to answer the next three questions: 

 You are a pollution investigator at a Marine Safety Office and you have been 
sent to a local marina to investigate a report of an oily sheen in the marina. You 
arrive and find what appears to be diesel fuel on the water. 

15. You decide to collect a sample of the oil in the sheen. What piece of personal 
protective equipment should you first consider using for this activity? 

A. SCBA. 
B. Fire resistant suit. 
C. Gloves. 
D. Body armor. 

16. To deploy containment boom around the sheen you should be trained at what 
OSHA responder level? 

A. First Responder Awareness (FRA). 
B. First Responder Operations (FRO). 
C. Hazmat Technician. 
D. Incident Commander. 

17. Where should you try to position yourself to collect samples of the spilled oil? 

A. It doesn’t matter where you are. 
B. As close as possible to the suspect vessel. 
C. Downwind of the sheen. 
D. Upwind of the sheen. 

18. Which of the following levels of protection offers the highest level of skin and 
respiratory protection? 

A. Level-A. 
B. Level-B. 
C. Level-C. 
D. Level-D. 

19. Oil soaking through the fabric of a Tyvek® suit is an example of which of the 
following protective clothing failure mechanisms? 

A. Penetration. 
B. Permeation. 
C. Degradation. 
D. Aggravation. 
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20. A worker is wearing chemical protective clothing and an air purifying 
respirator. What level of protective clothing would this most likely be? 

A. Level-A. 
B. Level-B. 
C. Level-C. 
D. Level-D. 

Use the following scenario to answer the next three questions: 

 You are conducting a Port State Control examination on a foreign freight vessel. 
In the steering gear room you find some 5 gallon cylindrical drums that appear 
to be made out of fiberboard. One of the drums is broken open and some 
granular substance has spilled onto the shelf the containers are on. There is 
some writing on the outside of the drum but it’s not written in English. 

21. What information on the container could best help you to identify the product? 

A. UN Number. 
B. DOT/IMDG Label. 
C. Color of the package. 
D. Dangerous Cargo Manifest. 

22. A crewmember tells you the drums contain sodium hydroxide which they use 
for cleaning the boiler. According to the DOT ERG what is the primary hazard 
of this material? 

A. Health Hazard. 
B. Flammable Hazard. 
C. Explosion Hazard. 
D. This material is not hazardous. 

23. What other information source would you want to ask for in this scenario? 

A. Certificate of Inspection. 
B. IOPP Certificate. 
C. Farm Chemical Handbook. 
D. MSDS. 
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24. Which of the following is a Coast Guard publication that provides information 
about the chemical and physical properties of a hazardous substance? 

A. CHRIS Manual. 
B. Emergency Response Guidebook. 
C. Farm Chemical Handbook. 
D. NIOSH Pocket Guide. 

25. You respond to an incident involving a flammable liquid material with a vapor 
density of more than “1” (one). What direction will the vapors from this 
material tend to go? 

A. The vapors will tend to rise. 
B. The vapors will tend to sink. 
C. The vapors will tend to hang in the air and not move. 
D. There isn’t enough information to decide. 

26. You spill some paint thinner while cleaning paint brushes. Within a couple of 
minutes you start to feel dizzy. Is this an example of an acute health effect. 

A. True. 
B. False. 

27. Which of the following exposure limits is a legal requirement from OSHA? 

A. IDLH. 
B. PEL. 
C. STEL. 
D. TLV. 

28. If the concentration of vapor from a flammable liquid is above the upper 
explosive limit then this fuel/air mixture can be said to be: 

A. No danger to anyone. 
B. Too lean to burn. 
C. Too rich to burn. 
D. Extremely flammable. 
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29. If you are exposed to diesel fuel you should use a solvent such as methyl ethyl 
ketone to remove any diesel fuel on your skin. 

A. True. 
B. False. 

30. “Dry decon” at oil spills is designed to do what? 

A. Keep responders from catching pneumonia. 
B. Eliminate all hazardous waste. 
C. Prevent spontaneous combustion. 
D. Remove gross contamination from gloves and/or outer clothing. 

31. Two Seaman are moving lead-acid batteries with a forklift. One of the batteries 
falls off of the pallet and some of the acid in the battery splashes on one of the 
Seaman as the battery hits the deck. What actions should you take to 
decontaminate this individual? 

A. Apply baking soda to the liquid. 
B. Call for a hazmat team and let them do decon. 
C. Immediately remove affected clothing and apply water to the person. 
D. This product is not hazardous and doesn’t require decontamination. 

32. The control zone that response personnel can enter without appropriate 
protective clothing is called the: 

A. Support Zone. 
B. Contamination Reduction Zone. 
C. Exclusion Zone. 
D. Safety Zone. 

33. Regulating the amount of time a cleanup worker can spend outdoors in a hot 
and humid climate is an example of which basic hazard control strategy? 

A. Engineering Control. 
B. Personnel Control. 
C. Personal Protective Equipment. 
D. Administrative Control. 
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34. Which of the following federal agencies is responsible for writing regulations 
designed to ensure worker safety and health? 

A. FEMA. 
B. RSPA. 
C. EPA. 
D. OSHA. 

35. Which of the following federal laws primarily regulates hazardous waste? 

A. OPA. 
B. SARA. 
C. EEBA. 
D. RCRA. 

36. A contingency plan lists government agencies you should call in pollution 
incidents and describes what assistance they can provide. 

A. True. 
B. False. 
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